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[No. 18.] AN ACT.
To repeal the act entitled "an act to prohibit the

circulstion of Foreign Bank Bills ol a less de-

nomination than ten dollars," fiassed Msy 1, 1854.
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the Genera! Assembly

Of the State ol Ohio, That the act entitled "an act
to prohibit the circulation ol foreign Bank Bills of
s lea Ueiiominaiion than ten dollars," passed May
1, 1854. ba, and the ssma is hereby repealed.

that nullum: herein contained shall affect any
anion or prosecution that may have been coinmen- -

...I uniliir ilm invibinn. nl tha ni t hprphv rettenled '

N. H. VAN VORHES,
Speaker of the House Representatives.

THOS. H. FORD.
President of the Senate.

March 5th. 1856.

[No. AN ACT.
To amend section 105 of an act of the jurisdiction

nd procedure before Justices of the Peace, and
of the duties of Constables in Civil Courts, passed
March 14, 18 VI.
Slc 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly

of the State of Ohio, I'haiaection one hundred and
five of an act ol the jurisdiction and procedure be-

fore J us tic s ol the Peace, and of the duties of
Constables in civil cast s, passed March 14, .!, lie
eo amended as io read as lollows: tiec. 105. If
either paity tail to appear at the return day of the

unimona, or tail to attend at the time to which a
trial has been adjourned, or tail to make the neces-
sary 'ill of pamculats, or fail in the prools, the
cause may proceed nt the request ol the ud verso
party, and tu all cases where a set off or counter
claim has been filed before the dismissal ol the
cause by the plaintiff, the delendant shall have the
righto: proce. ding to tlic trial ol his claim, although
the plaintiff may have dismissed his action. In no
case sliull it be necessary to prove the execution of
any bond, promissory note, bill ol exchange or .con-

tract, or other written instrument, for any indorse-

ment thereon, upon which suit is brought, or set off
or counter claim based, unless the party sought to
be charged aa the maker, acceptor or endorser of
such bond, promissory note or bill ol exchange, and
shall mnke and tile with the Justice of the Peace
before whom the suit is pi ruling, nn uffidavit that
eui.li instrumental writing was nut maue, given,
subscribed, accepted or endorsed by him.

Mi 2. Hiat section lu5 of said act is hereby

N. H. VAN VORHES,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

THOS. H. FORD.
President of the Senate.

March 5, 1856.

[No. 22.] AN ACT.
'I'o amend an act entitled 'an act to provide tor the

settlement ol tus esi.uea ol deceased p ersons,"
passed March 2J, 18 40.

Sic. 1. e it enacted by the General Assembly
ol the State ol Ohio, Thai the several provisions of
that law in force in this hia'.e, concerning the settle-

ments ol the estates ol deceased persons, and also
the remedies and proceedings therein given against
executors und administrators appoint ed by the law
ol the state, shall u .ply to and be in lull Ibrce and
etfect as to any foreign administrator or executor
appointed by me luws ol any other Stale and resi-

ding in Ohio, or hating assets or properly in the i

same, and the several Courts ol Probate and of re-- 1

coid snail have like power and authority over Baid
foreign executor ana administrator the same as il
appointed bt the laftsot this slate.

Slc. 2. Any court in tins State having chancery
powers may compel any toreign administrator or
executor, residing in this State, ot having assets or
property in tue same, to accouut at the auit ot any
heir, distributee or legates, who are residents in
this Stale, and may mnku distribution ol the
m mm lound in Ins hands to the respective heirs,
distributee or leg u less according to the law ol the
Stale gianiiug said letters; and when there are
uita pending, or any unsettled demands against
aid eslute, the court may require a refunding bond

to be given to said execuior or administrator by the
heirs, distributees or legal sit eatuled thereto in
case the amouii' paid shull be needed for the

ol paying debts ot said esiate.
Seg. I. When any toreign udministrator or ex-

ecutor has wasted, misapplied or converted any of
the assets of said estate, or hu inauthcienl property
to discharge his liability on account ol said trust, or
his sureties msy be iriesponsible, any distributee,
heir or ivgstee, may compel him in any court hav-

ing chancery powers, lo secure the amount that
may be respectively due to them as aloresaid, and
any ol his sureties muy require indemnity on ac-

count of their liability as bail, and tha several pro-

visional remedies and proceedings ol ihu cede el
civil procedure shall apply to tho person and proper-t- y

ol laid administrator or executor, and said court
halt have lull power and authority to make any

order or decree touching his property and effects, or
the assets of ssid sslsle, necessary lor the salety and
security of those interested therein.

Sto. 4. That this act shall tuke effect and be in
force Irom and alter its passage, and shall apply to
any suits now pending in any of the courts ot this
Ul. I.

N. H. VAN VORHES.
Speaker of the House of Representatives.

THOMAS H.

President of the Senate.
Dated March 5th, 1856.

[No. 23.] AN ACT.
Supplementary to an act entitled "an act to provide

lor the organization ot cities and incorporated
ullages," passed Msy it, 1852, and the acts amen-
datory thereof and supplementary; thereto.
Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Assembly

I the State of Ohio, That whenever of
the legal votern of any incorporated village ol not
more than one thousand inhabitants org inized un-

der the act emitted "an act tu provide for the or-

ganization ol cities and incorporated villages,'
passed May 1, 1852. and the aais amendatory there-
of uud .upplemenisry thereto, shall present their
petition in writing to the Mayor ot such incorpora-
ted villcge eltiuglorih dial it is the desire ol three,
filth ol the voters ol the village lo surrender the
corporate rights thereof snd praying that an elec-
tion be bold to determine the me, the Utti.n aha II

give notice bv pu dicat on in a newspaper (it one be
printed in (uch village,) and by pasting up in fiveol
the innet panlic places ot the village wriiten oi
printed notice lhal a vote will be taken on the que,
tron at ihe next election fo: officers of the village
which notice shall be given not less than I went;
nor more than thirty davs prior to the election
The bailout shall contain the words "lor surrender'
or "agaiuat surrender," which shall b deposited in
sssparaie ballot hex, and il three-tifih- s of the voiei
given at such election shall bo in favor of ths sur
render, tlie villige shall thereafter cease to be tr
incorporated village.

Sec 2. Elections held under this act shall b
held and conducted in the ssuie mnnner snd by thi
same offi er other elections in U' h village, nnt
the Iswief th ; ate r( gu at ng electicnssofsr s sp
plicttble thereto, snail govern tue same.

Sec. 3. The officer holding such election shal
' forthwith certify and cause to be delivered to lb

county Auditor, a poll book of such election, an
the county Auditor shall, on the receipt thereat,
three filths of ihe voles cast be In favor of the sut
render transmit to the Secretary ol State a certif
cats of tha fact.

Sec. 4. The surrender of the corporate right

V

under this et shall not be held to effect .right se-
emed on liability Incurred under sueh incorporalinmi
or th power to settle claims, 'dispose of property,
levy snd collect taxes to discharge liabilities, but
lhn same shall remain in full force snd effect, ss
IBM ihe Corporate character nt such village in re-
spect thereto, and nil taxes which may be due snd
unpaid, and all moneys remaining in the tressury
of such incorporated villnge shall fie collectod snd
applied to the objects for which the same were rill-
ed, snd in cose my moneys ihill remain on hind
after the debts and liabilities of such incorporated
village shall have been discharged, the same shell
be paid into the common school fund of the district
in which the said village may be located.

N. H. VAN VORHES.
Speaker of the House Representatives.

THOS. H. FORD.
President of the Senate.

March 10, 1856.

Auditor's Orriei. I

Belmont County, Msrch 27, 1856.
I hereby certify, that the foregoing acta are cor-

rectly copied from the copies certified to me by the
Secrctsrv of State.

JAMES F.
County Auditor

MISCELLANEOUS.

For the Chronicle.

Kate Harrington.
Mr. Editor: While looking; over the

Keokuk Saturday Post, I discovered (mono;
the volunteer toasta given at the bmquet
held in thit city on the S2d ult.,in honor of

Washington1! birth day, the following:

Impromptu toast by Kate Harrington.

ton.
"Dissever the Union! Should this itirtling cry
Ever sweep through the land of my birth,
The shndes oi tha mighty assembled on high,
Me thinks would descend to the earth.
A 'lay and a Webstar would traverse the deck
Of the ship they once struggled to save;
And thespiritof Washington weep e'er the wreck

Ere il sank 'ncath dissensions dark waves.

Dissever the Union! No! sooner by fsr,
Let sweet sympathy join us in one;
Let the spirit that made us the nation we are.
Unite and enconrage us on."

"Drank tan ling, with three hearty cheeis for

the health and happiness of the fair au-

thoress." a

Kate Harrington, or the young
this Norn de Plume, author of the

above beautiful, noble, and patriotic senti-men- t,

and who has oelighted tlie Webt
with her charming minstrelseyi ws, a
fe v years since a resident of the village of
B , in this county, although at that
time displaying a remarkably bright and
promising talent for one of her youthful, age,
she had not yet begun to court the Muse,
or if she caught ar. Inspiration now and
then it was not breathed and it was after
she removed from our midst that she be-

gan to pen her inspirations
Encouraged by the favor her first effort
met with in the columns of several of the
leading Journals of the West, she entered
the realm of Poesy determined to persevere
and for the past five years her course has
been "onward and upward." Although pre-

vented by circumstances from devoting but
a vert small portion of her time lo her
pen; she haa nevertheless slready won for

herself an enviable reputation as a writer
ol both Prose and Poetry. Her friends and
youthful associates who, while she was in

our midst not having the pleasure of know-

ing her as the "child of song," but to whom
she was endeared by her high social equal-

ities, have vatched with increasing interest,
the Star of her genius steadily rising in the
literary firmament Jond with pleasure an-

ticipate its cu'mination as a star of the first
magnitude and the period, when Kate Har-ingto- n

of their youthful remembrance shall
be numbered with America's proudest
daughters of Song. PHILOS.

The following notice of our Poet Friend
is taken from the Keokuk Daily Evening

P.
For the Evening Times.

Miss Kate Harrington—Iowa's

Sweet Bard,
By certain published proceedings of the

festivities of the anniversary of the birth-

day of our Pater Pstria,it will seen that we

were honored by a visit of this gifted lady.
She resides in a small but beautiful and
romantic village upon the banks of tho Dcs
Moines, one of the most beautiful rivers of

the continent. It waters a country unri-

valled (or its productiveness, and the char-

acter oi scenery along its margin is well
calculated to inspire the mind with poetic
feelirg and awakei emotions which with
gifted power, would be expressed in tones
ot musical melody.

Kate is eo constituted and so gifted at
not to be able to resist the influences by

which she is surrounded, and hence we

havo had, during the last fojr yean, oc-

casional gems from her pen. Her produc-

tions proclaim for her the possession of

talent of high order; and, while her con-

ceptions are elevated, her thoughts seem tc

flow without an effort, and with a kind ol

a dewy influence fall upon the mind aim

feeling.
She l not one of those moody menta

abstractionists: on the contrary, the is en

gaged daily in active duties and her pro

ductions are lighted out to the publit

through the ld of the midnight lump. Sht

lives with her parents who are bow aget
nd feeble. Her father has occupied a mos

prominent plate In the literary world, am

is a man of extensive acquirement.
Unlike many others of her sex, wh

have made themselves conspicuous for thei
talents and acquirements, she is no cynic
but is exceedingly affable In her msnneri
and a lidy in her deportment. Sprighll

'

..nd live y in her disposition ihe aims t
make herself agreeable and to contribut

! to the enjoyment of others.
) Other States and countries hsva tha
I authors vnl Conspicuous parsons who lo
' part tone snd credit to their respect i

lie lilies, but without stpiing to en. .me.

te thoi-e- , we will prediit that tie I me
'

coming w ten Iowa will bts proud of bt
- "Kate Harringh n "
- The writtr would hart return to yo

Mr. Editor, bis thanks for an introductU

to her and the enjoyment of heir eoctoty for
"short season, and bectuse of the imprrs-io- n

made upon his mind. I have deemed
it but an set of justice to aay thus much
in favor of her superior talents and her ex-

ceedingly lady-li- k deportment during her
tiy in our midst.

In conclusion when I say thit, when sh
desires to visit our city, the will And the
"Gste" wide open for hor, I speak '.he feel-

ings of those who hsd the pleasure of mak-Ir- s

her acquaintance.
LOVER OF THE MUSE.

DECLARATION OF PRINCIPLES

AND PURPOSES OF

THE REPUBLICAN PARTY.

ADDRESS OF THE REPUBICAN
VENTION,

AT PITTSBURGH, February 22, 1856.

To the People of United States.
[CONCLUDED.]

THE INVASION OF KANSAS AND ACTION OE THE

GENERAL GOVERNMENT.

Nor did the Slaveholders interest stop
here in its crusade of injustice and wrong.
The first election of members for the
Territorial Legislature of Kansas was fixed

for the 30th of March, 1866, ind the law
of Congress prescribed that it that election
none but "actual residents of the Territory"
should be allowed to vote. Yet, to prevent
people of the Territory themselves from
exercising the right to prohibit Slavery,
Which the set ol Congress hid conferred
upon them, the Slave holding iutereat sent
armed bands of men from 'the neighboring
Stale of Missouri, who entered the Tern to
ry on the day of election, took possession
of the polls, excluded the legal voters, and
proceeded themselves to elect member! of
the Legislature without the slighest regard
to the qualification prescribed by law.
The judges of election appointed under au-- i

thorityaof the Administration at Washington,
aided and abetted in the perpetration of the
outrages upon the rights of the people of
Kansas, and the President of the United
States removed from olBco the Governor

'

whom he had himself appointed, but who
refused to acknowledge the Legislature
which the Slaveholding invaders from Mis- -

nouri had thus imposed upon the Terri-

tory.
That legislature met on the 3d of July,

1865. Its first act was to exclude '.hose
members, duly elected, who would not con-

sent to the enactment of laws for the ad-

mission of Slavery into the Territory.
Having thus silenced all opposition to its
behests, the legislature proceeded to the
enactment of law for the government of
Kanaas upon the subject of Slavery. The
laws of Missouri in regard to it were at
first extended over the Territory. It was
then enacted, that every person who should
raise an insurrection or rebellion of negroes
in the Territory; every person who should
entice away a Slave with intent to procure
his freedom; every person who should aid
or assist in so enticing away a Slave within
the Territory and every person who should
entice or carry away a Slave from any other
State or Territory of the Union, and bring
him within the Territory of Kansas, with
the intent to effect or procure his freedom,
upon the conviction thereof should suffer
Death. It was farther enacted, that if any
person should write, print or publish any
book, paper, argument, opinion, advice orl
inuendo, calculated to produce a disorderly,
dangerous or rebellious disaffection among
the Slaves in the Territory, or to induce
them to escape from their masters, he should
be deemed guil'y of a felony, and be pun-

ished by imprisonment at hard labor for a
term not less than fivk tbars I and that if
any free person, by speaking or writing,'
should assert or maintain that persons have
not the right to hold elives in that Terri-
tory; ar should introduce or1! circulate any
book, paper, pamphlet or circular containing
any such denial of the right of persons to
hold slaves in that Territory, he should be
deemed guilty of felony, and be punished
by imprisonment at hatd labor for a term
not less than two tears. It was still fur- -'

ther enacted by the same Legislature that
every free white male citizen of the United
States, atid inhabitant of the Territory, who
should pay a tax of on dollar and take an
oath to support the Constitution of tho
United States, and act organizing the Ter-titor- y

of Kansas, the Territorial laws, and
the act for the recapture of fugitive slaves,

'should be entitled to vote at any election in
said Territory, thus making citizens of
Missouri, or of any other State, legal voters
in Kausas, upon their presentation at tha

'polls, upon taking the oaths prescribed, and
j upon payment of one dollar in direct vie-- f

lation of the spirit of the act of Congress
and in open disregard of the rights of the
people of the Territory. And having made

I these enactments for the establishment of

. Slavery, the Legislature appointed Sheriffs,

. Judges and other officers of the Territory
, for their enforcement, thus depriving lbs
, people of all power over tlia enactment
I of their own law, and the choice of officers

t for their execution.
j That theie deep nic acts, even if they had

been passed by a legislature duly etecteu by
the people of the Territory, would have been

. null and void, inasmuch ss they are plainly
in violation of the Federal Constitution, id

, loo clear fur arguinsnt. Congress itself il

expressly forbidden by the Constitution ol

0 the Unit'd States, to make any lawi

b abridging lh9 freedom of speech and ot tht
press; ar.d it is absurd to suppose that i

r Territorial Legislature, deriving all it
power Irom Congress, should not be iubjec
to tbe same restrictions. But these lawi

e
. were not enacted by the people ol Kansas

ls They were imposed upon them by an armat
force. Yet the President of tbe Unit."

w
States, In a epecial message sent to Con

u
I greas on the IMtb of January, 1850, declare

,gtbt they have been enaoted by tbe dul

- 1 JL. ...

constituted authorities of the Territory, nd
that, they are binding obligations upon the'
the people thereof. And on the 13th of!
February, 18A6, he ittued his Proclamation,
denouncing iny attempt to resist or sub-

vert these barbarous and void enactments,;
ar.d warning all persons engaged in such
attempts, that they will be opposed, 'not
only by the local militis, but by sny avail-
able forces belonging to the regular army
of the United States. Thns has the Feder-
al Government solemnly recognized the usur-
pation set up in JTansas by invaders from
Missouri, and pledged sll the power of the
United States to its support. American
history furnished no parallel to the cruelty
and tyranny of these sets of tbe present
Administration. The expulsion of aliens,
and the penalties inflicted upon citizens for
exercising freedom of speech and of the
press, under the alien and sedition laws,
which were overthrown by the Republican
Party of 1798, were lenient and mi.k when
compared with the outrages psrpetrated up-

on the people of Kansas, under color of
law, by the usurping invaders sustained by
the Federal Government.

With a full tim Of he tmportsnce of
the declarstion, we affirm tbt the execu-
tion of these threats by the President of tfi
United States upon the people of Kansas,
would be an unconstilulionsl exercise of
Executive power, presenting a case of in-

tolerable tyranny; that American citizens
cannot submit to it and remain free, and
that if blood shall ba shed in the prosecu-
tion of so unlawful a purpose, those by whose
agency it may be spilt will be held to a
strict snd a stern account by the freein. n
of the Republic. So plain, palpable and
deliberate a violation of the Constitution
would justify the interposition of the States,
whose duty it would b , by all the constitu-
tional means in their power, to vindicate
of the Federal Government; and we take
this occasion to express to our fellow citi-

zens in Kansas, against whom these uncon-
stitutional acts are directed, our pro 'uund
sympathy with them in the resistance which
it is their right and their duty to make to
them, and our determination to make that
sympathy efficient by all lhe means Jwhich
we may lawfully employ.

Thus, for a period of twenty-fiv- e years,
has Slavery been contending, under various
pretexts, but with constant success, against
the tendencies of civilization and the spirit
of our institutions of the extension and per-

petuation of its power. The decree in
which the General Government has aided
its efforts may be traced in the successive
steps it has taken In 1787 all the Stales
in the Confederacy united in ordaining that
Slavery should be forever prohibited from

all the territory belonging to the United
States In 17d9 the first Congress of the
United States passed a law reaffirming this
ordinance and the prohibition of
Slavery whioh it contained. In 1820, the
Slaveholding interest secured the admission
of Missouri, as a Slave State, into the
Union, by acceeding to a similar prohibition
of Slavery from the Louisiana territory ly-

ing North of 36 80. In 1854 that prohi-

bition was repealed, and the people of the
territory were left free to admit or exclude
Slavery, in their own discretion. In 185S

the General Government proclaims its de-

termination to use all the power of the
United Suites to enforce upon the people
obedience tu laws imposed upon them by

armed invaders, establishing Slavery and
visiting with terrible penalties their exer-

cise ofjfreedom of speech dr. of.the press upon
that subject. While two-third- s of the Ame-

rican people live in States where Slavery
is forbidden by law, and while s

of the capital, enterprise and productive in-

dustry of the country rest upon lreedom as
their basis, Slivery thus controls all depart-

ment sof their common government, and
wields their powers on its u'vn behalf.

THE PLEAS URGED IN DEFENCE OF THESE

OF SLAVERY.

As a matter of course, for all these acts
and for all the outrages by which they have
been attended, the Slaveholding Interest
pretends o find a warrant in the Constitu-

tion of the United States. All usurpation,
in countries professing to be free, musi
have Ihe color of law for its supp irt. No

outrage committed by Power upon Popula-right- s,

is left without some attempt at vin-

dication. The ptrtition of Poland, the over-

throw of the Constitution of Hungary, the
destruction of Irish Independence, like the
repeal of the Missouri Compromise and the
conquest oi Kansas.were consummated with
a scrupulous observance of the forms of
law.

THE PLEA THAT THE MISSOURI COMPROMISE

WAS NOT A COMPACT.

' I. The repeal of the Missou-- i Cimpro-- ;

mise, it is urged on behalf of those by

whom it was effected, involved no violation
ot good faith, because that Compromise
was merely an act ol Congress and us such
repealable at pleasure. Regarded us a legal
technicality, we are not disposed to contest
this plea. The Compromise was undoubtedly
embodied lo a Congressional enactment,
subject to repeal. But in this case, by the
very uaiure oi the transaction, the laith of

the p trties was pledged that this enactment
ihottld nol be repealed. The spirit ol the
law, whatever us furm, was the spirit of a

compact. In enactinuut Wdt secured bv an
exenange oi equivalent. Tito S laveh tiding

interest procured the adm.ssion ol Miss un
into the Union, by consenting, and voting

i through its representative in Congres, tun
n.jrth ol it Southern line, In the Territory

, ot Liuisiana, Slavery heuld be proiiibitod
, foreotr. Without thai consent and that vote

thd admission oi Miouri cuid nut have

i been secured: nur w uid the prohibition t

Slavery until 1854, or uuii1 any other date,
, or lor any other timi loan that specified in

the act namely, forevtr, nave purchased
j the assdiit of the Free Slates to the sdmis-- 1

sion of Mtojri a a S ave Slate into ths
. Umoo. Tne word forever, therefore, ,w

. a part of the law, snd of the consideratioc
for its enactment. Such a law may be re

j.

pealed: but its repeal is the rupture of
compsct the repudiation of a e jlemo cove-
nant. The Missouri Compromise has beon
regarded ss such t compact, fro n the date
of its enactment, in til sections ind by all
the people of the coantry. Successive Pre-
sidents hive invoked for it a respect and so
obligation scarcely i.iferior to thit of the
Constitution ilself.we find Sanaior Douolass
turn e!', late as 1845, declared that il had
been 'emonixed in the hearts of the Ameri-
can people, as a sacred thing which no ruth-
less hsnd would evcrj be reckless enough
to disturb." Whatever therefore, the mere
form or the bond may have permitted, good
faith on the part of ihe representatives of
the slaveholding interest required, that il
should be kept involate.

II. Nor is this charge of bad faith, brought
against the S aveholding interest, fur having
repealed the Missouri Compromise, answered
or evaded the pleaa argued in its defence,

that origiislly it was forcibly imposed by
tha Free Slates upon the Slave Elates, with-
out their consent; that it was subsequently
violated by the Free Stales, in their refusal
to extend its provisions over New-Mexic- o

and Utah; jr that its repeal, haviug been
offered by the Free States themselves, could
not be resisted or refused by the represen-
tatives of Slavery. (I.) Even if is were
true thai the prohibition of Slavery north of
36 s 30 was originally enacted by tbe Free
Slates against Ihe votes (of Ihe South, the
fact that the admission of Missouri w&s ac-

cepted as ihe prce ef that prol.ibition,
wou d have made Slaveholding interest a
pirty to ihe transaction, assenting to its
tenns and buur.d by its obligations. But
the .'act is not su. The act of March 6, 1810
which admitted Missouri ind prohibited bv
Slavery in the Ljuieiana Territory north ol
3ti 9 30, received in the Senate the votes ol
fourteen raembors from Siavehulding States,
wlnle uniy eight were cast against it, and in
the Huuse ol Representatives thirty eight
members from the Slave States voted for it.
A majority of the votes from Slaveholding
States, in each branch of Congress, were
thus given for the bill; and so far were the
representatives of Slavery from regarding it
as having been forced upon them, that
Charles Pingknet, one of their greatest
and ablest leaders, dt cared on thi night of
its passage, thai "it was regarded in the Slave-holdin- g

Utates as a triumph." 2.) Still
more absurd is il to say that the relusal of
the North lo extend the provisions of the
compromise over other regions, was a viola-
tion ol its terms, or in any way released the
parties to it from their obligation to abide
by its requirements. (3 ) It is true that the
established author of the proposition to re-

peal it was a Senator from a Free State:
but that fact does not authorize the inference
that the sentiment of the freeStates was just-
ly and truly represented by his action.
There was indeed by the unanimous voice of
the Free States, and that it would be regar-
ded by them, nnd by the country at latge, as
a very gross and wanton violation of obliga-
tions which had been voluntarily assumed.
No matter from what geographical quarter
of the Union it cume, it was brought forward
in the interest and un behalf of the Slave-
holders. This indeed, is nmonj the worst of
the effects of Sluvery, and among the most
signal proofs of its ascendancy, that able anu
ambitious men should enlist in its service
snd volunteer to perform offices on its behall
which its representatives would scorn lo per-

form themselves from the conviction that
by that path Ihe honors and dignities of the
General Government are to fe secured.
The Slaveholding interest owed it to honor
and good faith to lesist the temptations
which such men might hold out for the re-

pudiation of its obligations.

THE PLEA THAT CONGRESS MAS NO POWER TO

PROHIBIT SLAVERY IN THE TERRITORIES.

III. But is urged that the original enact-

ment of the Missouri Compromise, by which
Slu vert was prohibited from entering s

portion of tlie Territory of the United
Slates, was a vjulatton the Constitution;
that Congress has no rightful power to
make such a prohibition; but that into any
territory over which the Constitution is ex-te- n

led, the slaveholder has a right, by vir-

tue of its provisions, to take his slaves.
In reply to this, we answer.
First That, whether the plea be true or

(ulse, it comes too late; that the slavehold-

ing interest conceded the constitutionality
of the prohibition, by assenting to its en-

actment and aiding it by the votes of its

representatives.
Second That, if the plan were true, the

enactment was null snd void, by reason of

its unconstitutionality, and its repeal, there-

fore, was a needless ostentalion ot bad faith;
anl

JVnJ That the plea is not true, but is

directly contrary to the plain letter, as
we. I as is the spirit of the Constitution,
and to the uniform practice of the Govern-

ment from its Inundation.
Ths Constitution declares that "the Con-

gress shall have power to make nil needful
rules and regulations respecting the Ter-

ritories, or other properly belonging to the
United Stales." Tni language .is ery

plain and very broad. It impose no limi-

tation upon Hie pjwer of Congress to make
rules and regulation respecting the Ter-

ritories, except that '.hoy shall b such as

are "need ul;" and this ol cours-- , it lie in

tne discretion of Congress lo determine. Il
assume mat power lo leg slate lor the

Territories, wmch are the common prope-
rty of the Union, must exist some ie.ivm.1
also thai it may uijsi jastly, and mosi

safely, be plsced in tho coimn n Gjvern--

tnent of the Union. Tue authority oi Con-- j

gress over the Territories, is inerefore.witu-lou- t

any other limit than sach is it .judg.
manl o what i "needful" ol win', wil

beat promote their welfare, and .hat ofjh
wnoie country to which tbe belo g. tua)

impose, if CougretM, therefore, deem
expedient to m-- nil an I regal ttlof
wo eh ehiH proiiibi Sis very from y 1

riterie,we find noliiiug in Hit: Coi.tnutin
'

which removes such a prohibition from 'hi
' I sphere of its authority. The power of Con

frets over the Territories of the United
States is as complete end as fall is thit
possessed by any State Legislature over
Territory belonging to thit State; and if
the litter may prohibit Slavery within tti
Territory, so miy the former also.

It has been urged, we sre awire, that
the rules snd regulations which Congress
is suthorized to make respecting tbe Ter-
ritories, are restricted to them regarded as
property; and that this cltuse of the Con-

stitution confers no governmental power
over them whatever. But this csnnot be
so because it is under this clause thai
Congress does govern the Territories that
it orgsn'z s their Governments and provides
for their ultimate sdmissijn ss States.
Tnere is no Other clause of the Constitu
tion from wh.cn this power of Government
cin be inferred; is it unquestionably exists,
therefore, it must rest upon thi provision
But from whsiever source it may be denv
ed, the authority to govern necessarily im-

plies the right to decide whet policv and
what laws will best promote the welfare
of those on whose behalf that nuthurity is
exercised. Il Congress, therefore, believes
that the weii-bein- of tbe Territories and
ol the country at largti will be promated
by excluding Slavery from them, it has, be-

yond ll question, the rigut thus to prohibit
and exclude it.

t Tnis view of the suthority of Congress
over tbe Territories of the United Stales is

j sustained by other causes of tbe Constitu-
tion, in the ninth sec-io- of the first ar- -

'tide, it is declared thit "the migration or'
j importation of such persons as any of the
I States now existing may think aproper to
admit, shall not be prohibited by Cunresa.
prior tu the year 1303." This is not a j

grant of power. On the contrary, il is a
restriction imposed upon pjwer assumed to
exist. The language of ike clause lakes it
for granted that Congress hsd power to
prohibit the migration and importation of
slaves, a power doubtless conferred by the
authority "to regulate commerce with
loreign nations and among the several
States," for, whether slaves are to be

as persons or as property, com-

merce of necessity relates to both. This
clause ol the Constitution, therefore, im-- 1

poses upon '.he authority of Congress l,
prohibit ihe migntion or imporislioMfl
slaves, a specific and a j re.strictta:

namely, that thU power s'tould no" be
exercised over any of the Stales then
ing, prior to the year 1808. 'er fjH
State nol then existing, and by ft; l strong,
er implication, over any Territories of th
United States tbe exercise of its auth Tity
was unrestricted; ind it migl t pruh'bit the1

migration, or importation of slaves into
tH'tii, at any time in its own discretion.

Nor do sny considerations connected with
alleged rights of property in slaves, con-

travene the existence or the exercise ofj
this authority. The Constitution does not
recognize slaves as prope ty, in any in

'

stince or to any extent. in the clause
already cited they are called "persons."
In the clause respecting their escape into
Other Stales, tbey are to be returned, not
as property, bul as "fugitives from justice."
And in tho apportionment of representation
and of. direct taxes, it is provided by the
Constitution thai to the whole number of

tree persons, are to be added three-fifth- s ol
all other "persons." In alt- - its proviso s

which have reierrnce to enttes, they sre
described and regarded as persons. The
idea of their being property,'ie carefully and

intentionally excluded. iTTney are pro-

perty at all, therefore, it is not by virtue
uf the Constitution, but of local laws and
only within their jurtsdictiun. Tbe local
laws of any Slate are excluded from the
Territories of the United States, by the
necessity of the case as well is by the
exclusive sovereignly conferred upon Con-

gress.
THE PLEA OF POPULAR SOVEREGNITY.

Failing thus to establish the right of the

Slaveholder to carry his slaves as property
bv virtue of the Constitution, into territory
belonging lo 'he United Slates, the Slave-holdin- g

interests has been compelled to

claim, for the inhabitants of tbe territories
themselves, the right to provide for exclud-

ing or admitting Slavery, as a right in-

herent in their sovereignty over their own

affairs. This principle of Popular Saver-ignt- y,

as it is styled, was embodied in tha
bills for orgsnixing New Mexico snd Utsh

and is made the substitute lor the prohibi-

tion of Slsvery in tbe Missouri Compromise

which it repealed, and the Slaveholding

interest is now sustained by the Federal

Government, in this new position, ai it has

been in ul the positions it his successive-

ly assumed. The principle ot Popular

Sovereignly is fundamental in our institu-

tions. No one doubt that ihe People are

sovereign over all the territories, as well

s over all the Slates, of the Confederacy.

But thil wvereignty is subject to limita-

tion asd definition, snd cin only exist with-

in the limitation of the Constitution. The
People sre sovereign in the House of

bui their sovereignty msy be

overruled by the Bonnie, or defeated by the

veto of the President. Tbe States are sov- -

ereign.- - but only within certain limits, and

in subordination to the sovereignty of ihe

i'nntioi. To sovereignties, ovsi the same

coutiry ini on the atm subj-c- t, it i man-

ifest, cannot coexi.i:one must of neces-jeit- v

exclude the other. Bat the Coosliiu-- '

snd uninistikible termstiun, in express
in ,k M Congress soveretgu over the territu

ries, by convening upon it power lo makt

neediul rule and regulation respect n

them " Tni doctrine of Popular Sovereign-

ty in the people ot the territories, finds nc

warrant or support in the Constitution.
of Mr CaLHOUB. "it iIt, the language

rulr an absurdity: if the sovereignty ove.

I the territories bo their Inhabitants in

eiea.lol the Unutai S t - wauitc-- -

i o territories oi OWtvd n tH '
- Mmenl wo po m;; tno.o t bj IfMbiofeV
I s Ion" i to rOOJOil ierri.ur.es, LAv

nd under the exclusive do
S the possession
- minion ol the United Stiles: sod it is fo

the General Government to mike such laws
for them is their welfire, ind thit of tha
nation, msy requiro.

We deny that Congress miy abdictlo a
portion of its suthority, and commit to tho
inhibitsnts of Territory powei conferred
upon it bv the Constitution. Suth in ab-
dication is in abandonment of duty, and
emnot be justif.ed on the pretended prin-- c

pie of populir loverignty. Tht principle
of popular sovereignty Thit principle, in-

deed, is discarded i.i the vf ry set of Con-
gress in which it is claimed to embodi-
ed. If sovereignly exists, it Ht be ex.

' organised depart n ms
of G .vern oft, the iegislallv. executive
and judicis Hit (ha let lo organize the

I K'snsea csjd Nebr' ki pre-- s

tribes 'Ii- - re.p of ctlen'. p snd tb
qualifications oi vo'.erilSriTeri upon the
Preiidenl and Senate the ipr, ointment of a
Governor, who is clothed With the veto
power, ind of judges by whom the com-
mon law ihall be (interpreted. Eacb de-

partment of the Government thus rests
vir ually in the power ot the President of
the U aited States. To style the small rem-ns- nt

of pwer which such s law leaves
to tbe people "popular sovereignty," is an
abuse of anguage, end an insult lo common
sense. Vet even this has been effectually
destroyed, by the invasion of armed men,
sustained by the Government, in
their d endeavor io force Slavery
into Ksnsas against the will of the hardy
settlers w io hsve made it their home.

The whoe tyatem of doctrine by which
Slavery seeks possession of the territories of
the United Statts, either by asserting the

ivereignty of their inhabitants, or by deny-
ing the power of Congre-.- s to exclude snd
proiiib I Stsvery from them, is novei and ali-

en to the pr ncrples snd the administration of
our Government. Congress has always asser-
ted and exercised the right of prohibition.
II was exercised by the vote of the first Con-

gress, in lS, reaffirming the ordinance of
the old confederacy by which Slavery was
prohibited from the territory northwest of
the Ohio river. It was exercised In 1820, in
the prohibition of Slavery from the Louisi-
ana territory Noith of 36 30. It was
prohibited from the territory of Oregon.

Nor is it in the least degree impaired by
Abe argument that these territories, when
,tbey H'ates and are admitted into
tho Uu! n, can establish or prohibit Slavery
:la their m. Their right aa States
do not begin until their obligations as terri-
tories end. The Constitution knows noth-lo- g

erf "inch .a1- S t. - C inures has no
power lo tu ike. "all needful rules and regula-

tions' for them as territories, until they are
admitted into the C .un as members of the
c ttnruon cunf-'- racy.

OF FEDERAL REGULATION

OF THE SLAVERY.

In a II these successive acts, in the admis-

sion of Missouri an J ot Arkansas, in the in-- n

xation of asUtas arid the provision for ad-

mitting four new States from her Territory,
in tiie war wib Mexico and the conquest' of
her provinces, in the repeal of the Missouri
Compromise, and in the cruel war now wag-

ed against the people of Kansss for the ex-

tension of Slavery into thit Territory, we
trace tbe footsteps of a powerful interest,
aiming at absolute polit.cil power ar.d
striding onward to a comf-let- e ascendency
over the lien- ral G.iveraosent. It finds

powerful all.es and nn opestjMsl in the politi-

cal arena for the prosecutorial its purposes.
Ahv'iy- - Hi.tirio ai a couipstjt pelt, it fine's

it uppon- n'sd.n.ied .y a variety of interest!
Part San lliances and pereSrnTr ambitions
have hereto prevented any union agtinst its
aggressions, and nut feeling or fearing the
displeasure of the,- - c mstituents, representati
ves Irom the Free S.stes have been induced
to aid in the promotion of its designs. All

other interests have been compelled to give
way before it. Tne representatives ot Free-

dom on the loor of U ogress hAve been
treated with conlomely, if they resist or
question the right to supremacy of the
Slaveholding class. The labor and the com-tner- je

of sections where Slavery does nnt
exist, obtain tardy and inadequate recogniti-
on from the General Government, which is
swayed by its influence and for the accom-

plishment of its ends. The Executive of
the nation is the tilling servant of its be-

hests, and sacrifices to its favor the rights
and the inte-e- st of the country. The pursn

snd the sword of the nslion are at its com-

mand. A hundred mi'lions of dollars were
expended in the annexation of Texas, and

the war with Mexico, which was part of its
price. Two hundred millions have been of-

fered Cubs, snd war itb ill Europe is
threatened, if necessary, lo prevent the Em-

ancipation of its Slaves Thus ;ia the

decision of gro .t questions of public policy,

touc'iing vast interests an 1 villi rights, ques.
tions even of peace and war, made to turn,
not upon the requirement! of justice ind of

honor, but upon its relation to the subject of

Slavery upon the effect"it will have upon

the ii.terest of the Slaveholding class.

The people of the Free S ates havechoriih-e- d

the hope th it the effort! tnado to extend

Slavery which have fa'.!on under their no-

tice, were accidental, snd indicative of weak-

ness, ralhei than anib tion. They havo

trusted thit the saacioui stateimen of tho

S. aveholding S a ci auU gradually perceive

an! leknowl-'d- f' tbe inconvenience snd dm-ir- r

oi Sltven-- , and would take such mess-ure- s

nd safe, formifftiss tbey
its ultimate removal. They hsve feared the

effect of ag'.ta i n upon this eubjec, relied

upon the good faith and honor ol the S

States, and believed that time, the
natural growth of populstion, and tho re- -i

coun ted laws of political snd looial econo-

my, would gradually and peaceiully work

tho extinction of a system so repug.
' nam to justice and the n' ion a I character

nd wel sr. It h' -- m d '. th m in- -

... .dt0: ifc.i ;.. .. . -'
'

t , ii , n i'o: f.ai f-- yoaaoV.. "Tgj
1

b m. :imng ihu world aim .is light, and :.

latoki "- -i " "' "''" bul "r
I w.ie.i
! ha apolished chiltcl Slsvery, :bo of--P

t should be mail, or tho wish cheriebod


